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QUATUOR DE VIOLONCELLES RASTRELLI  
RASTRELLI CELLO QUARTETT 

 
 

 

 

 

 

KIRA KRAFTZOFF Leader - MISHA DEGTJAREFF 
KIRILL TIMOFEJEV - SERGIO DRABKIN 

 
 

Quatre violoncellistes russes virtuoses installés à Stuttgart, sous la direction de Kira Kraftzoff, 
professeur au Conservatoire de Saint Pétersbourg. En adaptant des répertoires aussi variés que 
le baroque ou le jazz en passant par des musiques klezmer ou de films, ils partagent sur les 
scènes internationales l'humour et le génie du violoncelle "Cross-over". 

 

Biographie 
 

Kira Kraftzoff was born in 1971 in Leningrad, USSR (now St.Petersburg, 
Russia). Aged 6, he started his studies at “The Special Music School for Highly 
Talented Children” of St. Petersburg State Conservatory, under tutorship of Prof. 
Mark Reisenstock. 

He had his public debut at the age of 14 with the Orchestra of St.Petersburg 
Radio performing The Cello Concerto by A. Khatchaturian in The Grand Concert 
Hall of St. Petersburg Philharmony. 

In 1987, he took part in the “All-Russia Cello Competition”, and was granted a 
diploma there. In 1988, he was the youngest finalist ever in the All-USSR Cello 
Competition, winning a diploma and a special award for a 
”most brilliant perspective”. 

He continued his studies with the class tutored by Prof. Anatoly Nikitin at 
St.Petersburg State Conservatory named after Rimsky-Korsakow, which he 

graduated with honors in 1994. 
On graduating, he was the assistant teacher of Prof. Nikitin's class for four years, as well as being a 

student of the legendary performer and composer Daniel Schafran. 
In 1993, he received the high distinction of representing St. Petersburg Conservatory in Mstislav 

Rostropovichґs first master-class in Russia after his long exile. 
As a partaker of a student exchange programme he came to Stuttgart, completing his studies with Prof. 

Peter Buck (Cellist of the "Melos-Quartett") and graduating as a student laureate. 
Kira Kraftzoff won prizes in the following international competitions: 
1990 Murcia (Spain): First Prize 
1990 Roma (Italy): "Valentino Bucchi prize" Special Award 
1992 Pretoria (South Africa) Third prize in "Unisa String Competition"  
1994 Trapani (Italy): Second prize in "Chamber music Competition"" 
(1. Prize was not awarded) 
1995 Munich (Germany) Third prize in "Konzertgesellschaft Wettbewerb"  
1997 Vienna (Austria ): First prize in "Vienna International Competition" 
He performed as a soloist in many of the great concert halls. 
Among these are : 
The Grand Hall of Moscow Conservatory, The Grand Hall of St. Petersburg Philharmony, The Hermitage 

Theatre, The Grand Hall of St.Petersburg, Academic Choir Chapel (The Capella), Alte Oper 
Frankfurt, Herkulessaal Munchen, Tonhalle Zurich, Spiegel Saal Hamburg, Stefaniesaal Graz, Mozarteum 
Salzburg, Chautauqua Auditorium Colorado, Taegue Philharmony South Korea and many others. 

He was invited to perform in numerous festivals all over the world, such as "Davos Music Festival", 
"Freiburger Zeltwunder Festival", "Colorado Music Festival", "Savonlinna Festival Finland", “Musical 
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Olympus St.Petersburg”, working with artists like Gidon Kremer, Yuri Bashmet, Mikhail Gantwarg, Irena 
Grafenauer, Justus Frantz. 

He appeared in countless radio and television broadcasts, like the Bayerischer Rundfunk, Sьddeutscher 
Rundfunk, Hessischer Rundfunk, Norddeutscher Rundfunk, South Korea State TV & the Russian State TV, 
which broadcasted a forty minute film about his life and career in 1993. 

He was invited to play the Daniel Schafran Memorial Concert, playing the Saint-Saens Cello Concerto 
for the late grandmaster of Cello in 1997. 

As a Guest Professor he led master-classes in: 
Mainz - Villa Musica (Germany - 1991), Taegue City (South Korea - 1995), Bitola (Macedonia - 1995 

and 1998), Vertiskos (Greece-2001). 
From 1991 until 1994, he was the principal Cellist in the ensemble "St. Petersburg Soloists". Since 

1998, he is the principal Cellist of the "Wurttembergisches Kammerorchester" (Germany). 
 
 

Kirill Timofeev was born in 1978 in St. Petersburg.  
In 2001 he graduated from the St. Petersburg State Conservatoire, where from 

1996 to 2001 he studied music and cello with Prof. Anatoly Nikitin.  
During the same period, he studied chamber music with N. Arzumanova as well 

as basso continuo and ancient music with E. Seredinskaja.  
Furthermore, from 2003 to 2005 he studied at the Music College in Stuttgart in 

the soloists class of Prof. Peter Buck.  
In 1997 he was the third laureate of the Pan-Russian Cello Contest in Voronesz, 

in 1999 he took the first place at the Caltanissetta Chamber Music Contest (Italy) 
as the cellist of a piano trio.  

In 1998 he played in the St. Petersburg Philarmonic Orchestra under Yuri 
Temirkanov, and in 1999 and 2000 he worked with the "St. Petersburg Soloists 
chamber" orchestra under the direction of M. Gantvarg.  

Kirill Timofeev gained valuable experience in the field of contemporary music by taking part in the 
various programs of the St. Petersburg institute of modern art "Pro Arte". He has successfully appeared in 
chamber ensembles and as a soloist at concerts and festivals in Europe, Russia and USA.  
 

Sergio Drabkine was born in 1953 in Polotsk (Byelorussia).  
He studied music at the Minsk State Conservatory.  
In 1976 he was a laureate of the National Cello Contest.  
After graduating, he became a leading cellist of the Minsk State Symphonic 

Orchestra.  
He was also a member of the Byelorussia State Quartet, of the ensemble of 

ancient music "Cantabile" and of the Minsk Chamber Orchestra.  
In 1995 he moved to Germany, where he has performed in numerous German 

and international orchestras and chamber music ensembles.  
Since 1999 he is a member of the Wuerttemberger Kammerorchester.  
Sergio Drabkine has written arrangements for a number of famous musician 

such as James Galway, Irena Grafenauer, Michaela Petri, Giora Feidman and the 
Wuerttemberger Kammerorchester.  

 
 

Misha Degtjareff was born in 1978 in St-Petersburg.  

In 1985 he joined the cello class of Elena Dernova at the Special Music School 
of the St-Petersburg Conservatory.  

From 1996 to 2001 he studied at the Conservatory under Prof. Anatoly Nikitin 
and his assistant Kira Kraftzoff.  

He performed at the Conservatory conserts and was a member of the St-
Petersburg Cello Ensemble directed by Prof. Nikitin.  
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He has played in some of the main concert halls of St-Petersburg, such as The Minor Hall of the 
Philharmonic Society of St-Petersburg, the Capella, the Glazunov Hall and others.  

In 1996 he won a diploma at the Orel festival "Young talents of Russia", andin 1998 he was a laureate of 
the Hamburger Gartow Foundation's contest.  

From 1999 till 2001 he worked with the St-Petersburg Philharmonic as well as lead cellist of the 
chamber orchestra "Divertimento".  
From October 2000 to June 2005 he studied with Prof. Peter Buck at the Stuttgart Musikhochschule.  
 

www.toccataeurope.com - www.rastrelli.de  

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Presse 
 

RASTRELLI CELLO QUARTET: "To say this performance was breathtaking is an understatement... This 
is a fabulous quartet of charismatic performers!" 

Thea S. Engelson, Clinton IA 
  

"What a Concert! One of the best we've ever presenter in our series." 
Peggy Krewson, Nantucket Arts Council 

  

"Riveting...Very entertaining...wild cheers...These four musicians could sound like a classical symphony 
one moment and play ragtime, jazz, klezmer or even a polka the next." 

The Barrie Examiner, Ontario, Canada 
  

"Manchmal kreischen sie wie Saxofone!" warnte Veranstalterin Dr. Rita Kielhorn das noch unglдubige 
Publikum. Nicht nur das. Sie sind Saxofon, Schlagwerk und Kontrabass in Einem.  

Wurzer Sommerkonzerten 
  

"These cellists have such enormous musical potential that anything they play becomes a treat for the 
audience. Whether ragtime, tango, or klezmer, the ensemble can do anything, plays everything, and plays 
it on such a high musical level that the audience experiences nothing but joy and fun."  

Heilbronner Stimme  
  

"The Bravos went on almost as long as the program! An evening of great variety by four Russian full-
blooded virtuosi who made the four instruments sound as but one."  

Frankfurter Rundschau  
  

"Pure joy and musical fun of the finest calibre. The Rastrelli Cello Quartet dances along the borders 
among various musical genre."  

Allgauer Zeitung  
  

"Einen gro?artigen Konzertabend bescherte das Rastrelli-Celloquartett dem Publikum in der Ernsbacher 
Pachthofscheuer. "  

Heilbronner Stimme  
  

"Zwei Tage vor der Veranstaltung kam die Absage: Eine Erkrankung hinderte das Barockorchester 
Versailles daran, im Park Rosenhohe Hofische Musik mit Tanz vorzufuhren. Doch der Leiter der 
Darmstadter Residenzfestspiele, Wolfgang Seeliger, fand gleichwertigen Ersatz. Das Rastrelli-Cello-
Quartett aus St. Petersburg trat am Sonntag zwar nicht tanzend auf, aber das Programm mit Musik vom 
Barock bis zur Gegenwart enthielt viele tanzerische Elemente. "  

Darmstadter Echo  
  

"Sie sind im Oberallgau langst keine Unbekannten mehr - die vier Vollblutmusiker, die mit ihren Celli 
faszinierende Klangbilder zaubern."  

http://www.toccataeurope.com/
http://www.rastrelli.de/
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Obersdorf 
  

"Можно сказать, что их триумфальное возвращение на родину состоялось. "Rastrelli Cello Quartet" 
- единственный в России квартет виолончелистов, в репертуаре которого есть и классика и 
современные произведения, которые при этом исполняются на самом высоком уровне. "  

Вечерний Петербург 
  

"РАССТРЕЛЯЛИ ЦЕЛЫЙ ОРКЕСТР  
Именно так кто-то прочитал название одного из самых необычных по составу и репертуару 

классических ансамблей современности - Rastrelli Cello Quartett." 
www.manchester.ru 


